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Student charged in attacks on sex trade workers
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A Mohawk College student has been charged with violent attacks on three Hamilton prostitutes and is the prime suspect
in several more.

Hamilton police allege Najim Khairzad, 25, is a sexual predator who has attacked city sex trade workers since at least
last September.

He is now charged with three counts each of sexual assault, choking, unlawful confinement, and forced anal intercourse,
along with one count of assault.

Last Friday, police made a random traffic stop after seeing an erratically driven car at Barton and John streets around
3:30 a.m. Inside, they found an extremely distraught female passenger who told officers she'd been sexually assaulted.

The woman, a sex trade worker in her 30s, required treatment in a Hamilton hospital.

"This was a substantial, violent sexual assault," said acting Detective Sergeant Chris Kiriakopoulos, of the victims of
crime unit. "We believe that there are number of cases here that are related."

Police arrested Khairzad and charged him with sexual assault, unlawful confinement and forced anal intercourse.
Investigators have now laid additional charges of choking and uttering death threats in that case.

Yesterday, police also charged Khairzad in relation to an Oct. 28 attack on a 39-year-old prostitute inside a red van on
Kenilworth Avenue North near Barton Street along with an early-morning assault on a 26-year-old sex trade worker
sometime between the last week of September and the first week of October last year.

Khairzad is a mechanical engineering technology student at Mohawk College who is close to graduating, said his father
Sultan Khairzad earlier this week. Khairzad, who lives with his parents on the east Mountain, was born in Kabul,
Afghanistan, and immigrated with his family to Canada almost 17 years ago, his father said.

Police continue to investigate a string of other attacks on prostitutes that stretches back to last summer.

Detectives have also reopened former Project Advocate investigations, including the death of Hamilton prostitute
Kimlyn Judy Tolgyes, 19, who was murdered and dumped in Kernciffe Park in Burlington in August 2002.

But Kiriakopoulos said that there are no known links between Khairzad and those cases.
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In November 2002, Project Advocate was set up to find Tolgyes's killer and to investigate the disappearances of two
Hamilton women, Susan Gourley, 39, and Felicia Floriani, 15, along with 13 other attacks.
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