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Sex assault arrest sparks probe into unsolved cases; Project Advocate dossier
includes woman's murder
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A 41-year-old man charged with sexually assaulting two prostitutes this week is also being investigated for other attacks
on sex workers, the disappearance of two women and the murder of a prostitute.

The previous attacks, which date back to 2001, were the subject of a wide-ranging joint Hamilton-Halton police
investigation known as Project Advocate.

Superintendent Glyn Wide said police will be taking another look at the unsolved cases in light of the arrest of Albert
John Goddard this week.

Wide said police will check where Goddard was and what he was doing at the time of the other attacks.

"We'd be remiss if we didn't do it," Wide told The Spectator yesterday.

Goddard, of Melvin Avenue, was arrested about 3:30 a.m. Thursday after two incidents in which sex trade workers were
picked up in downtown Hamilton, driven to secluded parking lots in the city and sexually assaulted.

In one of the incidents, the woman was allegedly assaulted with an object.

Wide declined to identify it, but described it as a "weapon of opportunity."

In the first attack, about 1 a.m., the victim was able to escape the vehicle, run away and flag a cab.

The second attack, about an hour later, also occurred in a vehicle described as a 1992 grey or silver Ford Taurus. Again,
the woman broke free and ran for help.

Goddard was arrested about an hour and a half later when one of the women spotted the vehicle.

"During the investigation, the first victim was being transported by police when she saw and identified the accused
driving his vehicle," Wide wrote in a press release.

Goddard is facing charges of sexual assault, sexual assault with a weapon and forcible confinement in connection with
the attacks.
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He made a brief appearance at the John Sopinka courthouse Thursday and was remanded in custody until Monday.

The case is being investigated by the major crime unit, the sexual assault unit and detectives who worked on Project
Advocate.

Detectives are urging people who have information about the accused or previous sexual assaults to contact them at
905-546-4614.
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