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Police are looking at similarities between an attack on a woman near a Kerns Road park early Wednesday and a series
of attacks on sex-trade workers, including the murder of a Hamilton woman almost two years ago.

A 27-year-old Burlington man has been charged in this week's attack.

Hamilton and Halton detectives will not elaborate on what behaviour is involved or similar to any that occurred in
assaults from January 2001 until late 2002.

The badly beaten body of Kimlyn Judy Tolgyes, the 19-year-old Hamilton prostitute and mother of a three-year-old
daughter, was found in Kerncliffe Park in August 2002.

Kerncliffe Park is just up the road from Kerns Park and the area where a 23-year-old woman was sexually assaulted
before 1:30 a.m. Wednesday.

Police say the assault was not a random attack. The woman and a man arrested later were together before the incident.

The case intrigues detectives who worked together on the now disbanded Project Advocate task force hunting Tolgyes'
killer and investigating the disappearance of two Hamilton women and 13 other attacks.

"There are behavioural and geographic similarities to other investigations involved in Project Advocate," said
Hamilton major crimes unit Detective Sergeant Terry Hill.

He would not elaborate.

"The Hamilton and Halton investigators from Project Advocate have been sharing information as a result of the latest
sexual assault at Kerns Park and the subsequent arrest (of a 27-year-old Burlington man)," he said.

Halton police Sergeant Jeff Corey said the geographic similarities between the latest incident and the discovery of
Tolgyes' body are "obvious" given that the sites are a few blocks apart.

Beyond that, Halton and Hamilton investigators are saying little about the latest incident for fear of jeopardizing the
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investigation or identifying the victim.

What is known is that a 23-year-old woman was sexually assaulted in the densely wooded area east of Kerns Park off
Kerns Road on Wednesday.

She walked to a nearby home and banged on the door until the residents woke up and called Halton police. She was
taken to Joseph Brant Memorial Hospital where she was treated for minor injuries and released.

At 6 p.m. that day, Halton officers went to a 27-year-old man's workplace in Burlington and arrested him without
incident.

Corey said yesterday police believe the woman was with a man when the door of an area home was kicked in.

The woman has not been charged in connection with that incident.

Corey said there have been no similar assaults reported in the area since Tolgyes' body was discovered.

Project Advocate was formed in November 2002 following Tolgyes' death, a vicious sexual assault on an 18-year-old
Hamilton street person who was left for dead outside an abandoned factory, and the disappearance of Susan Gourley,
39, and Felicia Floriani, 15.

Ontario Provincial Police dogs found no trace of Gourley or Floriani near where Tolgyes' body was found.

Investigators began with the premise the attacks were committed by one man because of similarities in the attacks and a
car believed to be involved in some, but later decided more than one man was involved.

Over the next 15 months, Project Advocate officers arrested two men for sex crimes and took up a watch on seven
more.

It was disbanded in May because of a lack of new, solid leads.

Alexander Conrad Williams, 27, of Burlington, has been charged with sexual assault, break and enter and choking. He
was to appear in Milton court for a bail hearing yesterday.
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