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Hamilton and Halton police have disbanded the task force created to probe a series of chilling attacks on city sex
workers.

Superintendent Ken Bond said yesterday that Project Advocate, formed to investigate the murder of one prostitute, the
disappearance of two women and sexual assaults on others, is being downgraded because of a lack of promising leads.

"Eventually you run out of leads to investigate on a regular basis," he said. "We come down now to a smaller list of
things to do so we decided that it was best to work in our own jurisdictions."

At the height of the investigation four Hamilton and two Halton police officers were working on the Project Advocate
task force -- now there will be one from each police service.

Bond said the 70 remaining low-grade leads aren't "priority leads"-- meaning those involving the identity of a possible
suspect or a licence plate number. He said they will be followed up, but aren't as promising.

Hamilton and Halton originally combined their efforts because there was a crossover of tips -- 800 in total -- involving
the two jurisdictions.

Project Advocate was created in November 2002, when Hamilton and Halton police departments were investigating
the homicide of 19-year-old prostitute Kimlyn Judy Tolgyes and the disappearances of sex worker Susan Gourley, 39,
and street person Felicia Floriani, 15.

The task force also looked into 15 violent attacks -- eight from the beginning, and seven that occurred during the
investigation.

The task force was also created as part of a requirement by the Ministry of the Attorney General to improve the
handling of major cases that cross police jurisdictions in the province.

The rules were sparked by the handling of the Paul Bernardo-Karla Homolka case and shortcomings in the Toronto and
Niagara investigations.

Police originally believed the attacks could have been the work of one man. But in February, investigators said they had
up to seven suspects.
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Two men have been charged, as a result of the Project Advocate task force, in connection to some of the violent
attacks.

No one has been charged with either Tolgyes' murder or Gourley and Floriani's disappearances.

Halton police Inspector Signy Pittman said they regret they've been unable to identify who is responsible for Tolgyes'
death or found suspects for the other cases. But she feels Halton has gathered a lot of useful information and eliminated
potential suspects.

Pittman said Halton police will continue to co-operate and that a Halton investigator will work on the case and "tie-up
loose ends."

Police have charged Peter Conka with sexual assault and forcible confinement in relation to an incident on Aug. 19,
2003.

A sex trade worker was picked up in the area of Wentworth and Main Streets and driven to Concession Street on the
Mountain.

The worker escaped her attacker by jumping out of the moving vehicle.

John Earl Crouse has been charged with sexual assault, assault, forcible confinement, theft and possession over $5000.

The charges stem from alleged attacks on two sex workers June 26, 2003.

In both incidents the sex trade workers were picked up in downtown Hamilton.

One of the women said she was picked up by a man driving a stolen vehicle and driven to Number One Side Road in
Burlington. The victim escaped by jumping from the moving vehicle.

Three hours later, a second alleged victim was picked up in a different stolen vehicle on Barton Street in Hamilton and
driven to Dundas where she was attacked.

The victim was later driven back to Hamilton and released.

Both men have been in custody since October 2003.
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