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Hamilton police are investigating up to seven people in connection with more than a dozen attacks on city's sex trade
workers over the last three years.

There is no one predator attacking, raping and murdering street workers, says Staff Sergeant Steve Hrab. He heads up
Project Advocate, a special task force dedicated to making arrests in 13 attacks dating back to January 2001.

Those attacks include a murder, two disappearances and a series of violent attacks on prostitutes and women living on
the street.

It is the first time investigators have said they are looking for more than one suspect.

"There are seven people on our list, individuals we know are preying on these women," said Hrab.

"These are not your regular street johns. They are preying on them, hunting them. There are a couple we're looking at as
being responsible for the majority of the attacks."

Though it has not been linked with Project Advocate cases, Hamilton police are investigating a new attack on a
prostitute yesterday.

A 35-year-old woman was working in the Barton Street and Emerald Avenue area at about 3:30 a.m., when she was
grabbed from behind and dragged into an alley.

She was sexually assaulted and robbed before her attacker fled.

Another sex worker came to the screaming woman's aid and the pair flagged down a nearby police car, said Detective
Erin Munro of the sexual assault unit.

The attacker is described as being white, 25-30 years old, with dirty blond hair and one to two weeks' growth of facial
hair.

He is about 5-foot-8 or taller and has an average build. He was wearing a hooded burgundy sweatshirt which he used to
cover most of his face.
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Police have interviewed a number of witnesses but the victim believes there were a number of other people in the area at
the time of the attack.

Anyone with information is asked to call the sexual assault unit at 905-540-5544 or Crimestoppers at 1-800-222-8477.

This attack has not been added to the list of Project Advocate cases for a number of reasons, said Hrab.

The attacks under the task force's umbrella have generally involved a suspect luring women away in a car.

Hrab also says there are also elements of the physical description that don't match his cases.

In the past, police have warned women about a white man in his 20s, 5-foot-7 to 5-foot-11 with a slim to medium build,
blond or light brown hair, clean-shaven with acne.

Another victim described her attacker as being in his 30s, with a scruffy appearance.

Another described the suspect as clean-cut and preppy.

There have also been several descriptions of cars including a white sports car with a stick shift and a full-sized
four-door with an automatic transmission.

Project Advocate has made one arrest in connection with an attack on a 34-year-old sex trade worker in August 2003.
Peter Conka is charged with forcible confinement and sexual assault.

He is scheduled to appear in court today.

Hrab says police are looking at making another arrest.

The attacks began in January 2001. The victims have ranged in age from 15 to 43.

In a number of cases, women have been choked, strangled or badly beaten.

Some victims have managed to escape. Victims have also been picked up in Hamilton and driven to rural areas of
Burlington.

The naked decomposed body of Kimlyn Tolgyes, a 19-year-old prostitute, was found near the entrance of Kerncliff
Park, off Kerns Road, Burlington, on Aug. 29, 2002.

Another sex trade worker, Susan Gourley, 39, was last seen in November 2001. Felicia Floriani, a 15-year-old street
person, was last seen in September 2002.

Hamilton's sex workers remain extremely concerned about the attacks among them, said Krista Warnke, public educator
with Hamilton's Sexual Assault Centre.

"Women are still talking about it, still strategizing about their safety and reaching out for support."

Violence happens with "alarming regularity" against women working the streets, Warnke says. But Hamilton's series of
attacks has removed the cloak of silence about the issue.

She is not at all surprised that the police are looking at so many people who could be involved in the attacks.

"There are many men who view women who do sex work as second-class citizens. They don't think twice about raping
them."
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