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women as 'serial predator' grows bolder in attacks
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Police with cadaver-sniffing dogs spent several hours in north Burlington yesterday searching for the remains of two
missing Hamilton prostitutes believed to have been killed by a serial predator.

Halton Detective Sergeant Alistair Watt said the sniffing dogs -- brought in by the OPP -- spent about five hours in the
area without finding anything. But he said there is still a large area to search and they'll be brought back some time after
Labour Day. The four-dog team included two animals trained to sniff out human bodies, including skeletal remains.

The Hamilton women disappeared in the last three years while police say a violent serial rapist has been stalking sex
trade workers and street people in Hamilton and ordinary women who happened to be out late at night.

Investigators believe he murdered 19-year-old Hamilton prostitute Kimlyn Tolgyes and dumped her body in a
Burlington park last year and was responsible for at least seven other violent attacks that the victims survived, including
an 18-year-old girl who was beaten, strangled with a ligature and left for dead.

Police say he's getting bolder and has used stolen cars in his last three attacks. On June 26, he stole two cars, made a trip
to Smithville and attacked two prostitutes in a four-hour period.

Investigators have been loath to call him a serial killer, preferring the term "serial predator." But they believe he also
killed the missing women, who "vanished off the face of the earth" in the words of one investigator.

Susan Gourley, 39, hasn't been seen since November 2001, and Felicia Floriani, 15, hasn't been heard from since she
disappeared from a Hamilton teen shelter in September 2002.

In March of this year, police received an anonymous letter from a woman who identified herself as Felicia's friend and
said she had seen her leaving with a man. From the content of the letter, police believe the writer is credible and they're
appealing to her to come forward.

Hamilton Detective Sergeant Steve Hrab -- who heads up a joint Hamilton-Halton investigation called Project
Advocate -- said the search for the missing women concentrated on a 6.4- kilometre stretch on Number 1 Side Road
between Cedar Springs Road an Appleby Line.
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He said police chose this area because it's only a few kilometres from Kerncliff Park on Kerns Road where Tolgyes'
nude and battered body was found on Aug. 29 last year. A crack-addicted prostitute and mother of a three-year-old
child, she was last seen alive in downtown Hamilton four days earlier.

Last April, police came up empty-handed when they searched Kerncliff Park with four OPP tracking dogs, including
two animals trained to sniff out human remains.

The same dogs were brought back yesterday to scour the ditches and bushes along the quiet country road where the
predator attacked a woman on June 26. She escaped by jumping out of the vehicle and hiding in the ditch while he got
out and spent a few minutes searching for her in the unlit road. She then climbed over a rail fence and went to a farm
house to call police. She suffered a few cuts and bruises.

Hrab said Project Advocate officers realized the attack occurred near the area where Paul Bernardo and Karla Homolka
had disposed of Kristen French in April 1992.

"It caused us a little concern," Hrab said yesterday. But he was reluctant to read too much significance into the location
without knowing more about the predator's motives.

Investigators were even more concerned a few days later when they realized the predator had stolen two vehicles and
attacked two women the same night. He broke into the first vehicle on Kenora Avenue, picked up the first victim and
drove her to the secluded area in North Burlington. After she got away, he drove to Smithville, dumped the car and stole
another vehicle about a block away. He drove back to Hamilton, where he picked up another prostitute and persuaded
her to accompany him to a secluded area in Dundas off Old Guelph Road. After sexually assaulting her, he started
driving back to Hamilton. She escaped by jumping out of the moving car on York Boulevard.

He has also used a stolen pickup truck during what police described as a "blitz" attack on a 33-year-old woman who got
off a bus and was walking home on King Street East at about 1:15 a.m., March 5, 2003. He got out of the vehicle,
grabbed her by the arms and tried to pull her into the vehicle. She struggled and was able to get away when two
passers-by interrupted the attack.

"He's getting bolder," Hrab said. "He's changing his MO. He doesn't want to be caught. He's familiar with police
procedures and knows how to thwart them. He's not a stupid guy.

"If he's a serial offender ... he will offend again. I wouldn't be surprised if he has hit again and the victim hasn't come
forward."

The predator has been lucky so far because he attacked mostly crack-addicted prostitutes and street people.

"It's difficult to deal with them as witnesses because they often have no fixed address ... and it's hard to keep track of
them," Hrab said. "They're easy pickings. He picks on the ones society doesn't get excited about."
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LOAD-DATE: August 23, 2003

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

GRAPHIC: Photo: Police have released this composite drawing of the predator.

TYPE: News

Copyright 2003 Metroland Media Group Ltd

Page 84
Police dogs scour north Burlington area; Search resumes for remains of missing women as 'serial predator' grows bolder

in attacks Hamilton Spectator (Ontario, Canada) August 23, 2003 Saturday Final Edition


