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The police taskforce hunting a predator who killed one prostitute and is believed to have assaulted five other street
women has new leads in the case.

Investigators set up a hotline last week and the public has been responding.

A police hotline set up to help catch a predator is generating a number of tips.

"We have about 20 good leads that need work," said Staff Sergeant Steve Hrab, head of the Project Advocate task
force.

Investigators believe a man has been preying on prostitutes and street women for the past two years. They set up a
taskforce last week.

Police have also alerted community agencies that work with sex-trade workers and street people.

Police are looking at other assaults to see if there are similarities and trying to find out what happened to two women
who have been missing for months.

Felicia Floriani, 15, was reported missing in June. She was living at Brennan House, a shelter for homeless teens on
King Street East, but had been involved in drugs and street life.

Susan Gourley, 39, worked as a prostitute. She was reported missing in August, 2001.

Police believe there are several connections between five assaults over the past two years and the unsolved homicide of
prostitute Kimlyn Judy Tolgyes, 19, whose naked and beaten body was found at Kerncliff Park in Burlington.

The first is the level of violence. Women have been viciously beaten and some strangled.

The five attacks are concentrated in two areas -- Barton Street from Wellington Street to Gage Avenue, and King Street
from Wellington Street to Sherman Avenue.

And the method is similar in each attack. Women are approached by a man who asks for sex. After agreeing to a price,
they go into an alley or a parking lot -- in one incident the attacker's car. The victims are choked with a rope or some

Page 85



other kind of line and left unconscious. Their cash is stolen.

Police are looking for a white man in his early 20s. He has a slim build, light hair, blue eyes and acne.

Hrab said police considered a man suspected in the unsolved murder of a prostitute in the winter of 1995, but any
connection with these attacks has been ruled out. Helen Gillings' naked body was found in an alley at King and Emerald
streets. She had been asphyxiated.

So far, police are looking closely at the six incidents that have occurred between Jan. 9, 2001, and Sept. 4 of this year.

The task force hotline is 905-546-2100, or call Crime Stoppers at 905-522-8477 or 1-800-222-8477.

-- With files from John Burman

lfazari@thespec.com or 905-526-3993.
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