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Police were convinced a predator is targeting city female sex trade workers and street people after interviewing a
woman who was attacked in a Burlington park a month before a teenage prostitute's body was dumped in the same area.

Hamilton police Staff Sergeant Steve Hrab, head of Project Advocate, the special task force set up to hunt down the
predator, said yesterday that the woman provided key details that may link her attack to the slaying of Kimlyn Judy
Tolgyes, a 19-year-old Hamilton prostitute, and four vicious attacks on women in Hamilton since January last year.

The task force is also investigating the disappearances of two Hamilton women -- one a city prostitute and the other a
15-year-old street person. Police have been unable to locate them and fear they may have encountered the predator.

Details provided by the woman attacked Aug. 1 provided links to the other cases and sparked creation of the task force.

The woman told Halton police she accepted a ride from a man in a white sports car near Ivor Wynne stadium at 10:30
p.m. Aug 1. He drove her to Kerns Park on Kerns Road, Burlington, sexually assaulted her and pushed her out of the
car.

She called Halton police at 12:30 a.m. but was reluctant to talk to investigators at that time.

After Tolgyes was killed and her naked, battered body was found Aug. 29 in Kerncliffe Park, also on Kerns Road --
about 450 metres from Kerns Park, Halton officers went back to the 43-year-old woman and interviewed her again.

She told them a man who called himself Joe, a slim white man in his late 20s with short blond hair and a white T-Shirt,
offered her a ride. He drove her to Kerns Park, sexually assaulted her, pushed her out and drove north on Kerns Road.

The description of her attacker is very similar to that of a man who has attacked three prostitutes in Hamilton since
January 2001. Police released a composite sketch of that man in October last year.

Hamilton police have said similarities in how the women were approached, what happened to them and how they were
left are striking enough to warrant a five-member force to investigate all the incidents for connections.

Halton police are still investigating the Aug. 1 Kerns Park assault and the discovery of Tolgyes' body down the road
Aug. 29. They have not established where Tolgyes was killed, but are sure it was not at Kerncliffe Park, where her body
was found.
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Hrab, who is also the Hamilton police major crimes unit liaison officer with Halton detectives on the Tolgyes case, said
details from each incident lead investigators to believe one person is responsible.

The task force is also investigating the apparent disappearance of 39-year-old Susan Gourley, a Hamilton prostitute last
seen in November last year, and of Felicia Floriani, a 15-year-old Hamilton girl reported missing in May this year and
last seen in June. Police say Floriani had become involved with drugs and was living on the street.

Hamilton police have issued a warning to female sex trade workers and street people about a white man in his early 20s
who has a slim build, light hair, blue eyes and acne. He has choked victims, beaten them and left them unconscious.

Police believe this person is also responsible for a savage beating Sept. 4 of an 18-year-old Hamilton woman known to
police as a street person, not a sex trade worker. She was left unconscious and barely breathing in bushes beside an
abandoned factory on Hess Street North Sept. 4.

The young woman, who was severely beaten about her face, spent weeks in hospital but has been unable to remember
much of the attack because of her injuries, Hrab said.

However, he said, key details about what happened to her and how she was left link this attack to others.

Prostitutes and street people are being told, through the Sexual Assault Centre and the needle exchange program, to take
extra precautions, such as watching over one another and jotting down licence numbers of those who approach them.

The predator is believed to operate along Barton Street between Wellington Street North and Gage Avenue North, as
well as King Street East from Wellington to Sherman Avenue.

Halton police said yesterday the woman who was attacked at Kerns Park was not involved in the sex trade. She lives in
Hamilton near Ivor Wynne Stadium, near an area where Kimlyn Tolgyes, a crack-addicted mother of a three-year-old
child, worked the streets.

Police have asked anyone with information about the incidents of the suspect to call the task force hot line at
905-546-2100 or, if they prefer to remain anonymous, Hamilton Crime Stoppers at 905-522-8477 or 1-800-222-8477.
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